GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
followed in its wake. The native population, as in Britain, was
infiltrated with the story of the glory of Rome, her institutions
and her mode of living. All were encouraged to aspire to the
Roman ideal. And as in Britain, so in ancient Portugal were built
villas, temples, public baths, aqueducts and main drainage systems.
A sixty-arched bridge was erected over the Tagus and another
great bridge with centre spans measuring ninety feet was assembled
at Alcantara. A theatre and a circus big enough to accommodate
an audience of 25,000 were built, roads were made to run " with
seeming indifference" over barriers hitherto looked upon as
impassable and monuments and mosaics became an eternal tribute
to the culture and the craftsmanship of Rome.
But Rome degenerated into a society based upon slavery and
governed by a stay-at-home, effete and corrupt aristocracy.   Its
decline and fall were inevitable.   Just as Saxons, Jutes and Angles
invaded Romanised Britain so did other barbarians pour into the
Peninsula in search of loot and living-space.   Vandals who took the
northerly route across Europe were among the first to arrive. Their
entry was conditioned by their agreement to protect a waning
Roman influence against subsequent raiders.   The Vandals (natur-
ally) did not keep their promise.   Alans, a lesser, non-Germanic
people, migrated westwards with them.   They seized a big part of
Lusitania, while Silingian Vandals acquired the province of Baetica.
Suevians,  or  Swabians,  under Hermeric,   shared  Galicia with
Asdingian Vandals.   Then Goths reached the Peninsula, first a
western variety and then a more powerful kind, the Visigoths,
gentlemen-bandits, kinsmen of Ostrogoths who eventually over-ran
the whole of Italy.   The Goths also needed living space.   They
forced the Vandals to leave the Peninsula for North Africa and,
staying on themselves, they plunged the Peninsula into a chaos
that was both social and economic.   It was also psychological,
and old gods became new devils in a bewildering sequence.   The
Swabians absorbed the Asdingian Vandals and created a tight
little kingdom for themselves in the extreme coastal north-west.
Even the Visigoths created an Empire of a kind, but it was short-
lived and collapsed " overnight" after twenty-five years' duration.
Its breakdown from internal weakness permitted a Moslem occupa-
tion of the Peninsula that was to endure in Portugal for 500 years.
Hie Barbarian Empire of A.B. 525 included a Britain occupied
faf jute south of the Thames and by Anglo-Saxons north of the
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